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(Lesson 2)

sCayd sthisz

(Introduction to the Vowels)

In Western Aramaic there are 5 vowels:
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How to write the vowels
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H %

Exercise Re-write the following vowels five times.
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How to write the abgad (Alphabet)

(Theolaf and thdomad are the tallest letters. Theis like thelomad, but shorter)
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The abgad letters position above/under the (the letters with the thin line don’t have
that slight space, they are touching to the line:
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Theolaf in Syriac has no value, it is not pronounced when there is no vowel over it,

except when used as a number. It's similar to the ‘hamzé’ in Ar&bic ‘The English
pronunciation is the most accurate for the most part.

The letteryood, sometimes writing as yudh is the smallest letter of the Aramaic abgad
(Alphabet). The letter “g” (Gomal) is pronounced like the first “g” in ‘g@e.

Exercise Practise reading the Sgc letters with the different vowels, atite letters
without the vowels (without the vowels the Arabic pronunciation would be the closest)
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Alternate spelling (in English) for the names of letters in Syriac, l@dieaning of each
letter:

The Meaning of the Letter The Name of Letter The Letter
Bull, Ox Olaph )
House, Tent Bet -
Camel Gomal «
Door (Dam) Dolat ,
Window, Fence Hé o
Wedge, Nalil Waw o
Weapon Zain |
Wall, Obstacle Het -
Snake Tet g
Hand Yud o
Palm of Hand Koph »
Staff Lomad X
Water (Ocean) Mim ¥
Fish Nun N
Foundation Semkat o
Eye ‘ain o
Mouth Fé )
Fish-hook Sodé g
Monkey Quph o
Head, Top Person Rish ;
Teeth Shin -
Mark, Sign, Cross Taw )

(You'll notice that the &' can be pronounced as ‘p’ or ‘f’, we will cover this topic in

later lessons, in Western Syriac (starting not to long ago) the'lsités pronounced as

‘f no matter what state it's in (which is grammatically wrong). Theeesaitl some
scholars that will pronounce it as ‘p’, and like them | prefer to use the ‘p’ when
appropriate and the ‘f when appropriate.)



Alternate spelling (in English) for the names of vowels in Syriac:
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This alternative spelling is mainly due to some bad habits which have been picked up in
Western Aramaic, | recommend using the spelling as found at the beginning of this
lesson.
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The Syriac (Aramaic) History

(Part 2)

(This historical material is written by other autticand this author doesn’t claim authorship ofrttaerial
in the section “The Syriac (Aramaic) Histd)y

Ancient Phoenician Period (5250-3800 B.C.)

The first house on Earth that’s built with stone appeared in Byblos around 5250 B.C.
Great progress in Lebanon: domestication of animals, art of jewel makindneand t

precious stones i

ndustry.

Eneolithic Period (3800-3200 B.C.)

Appearance of copper in industry at Byblos.
The opening of the metal era.
Further progress in the industry and art of ceramics, of precious stonesgmidry,

and silver.

Proto-urban Period (3200-3000 B.C.)

Progress of metallurgic industry.

Which lead to houses built of stone being divided into many rooms and halls, and
assembled within city walls.
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